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TITLE:  
STROKE PROTOCOL


ACTIVASE IS INDICATED FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ACUTE ISCHEMIC STROKE IN PERSONS AGE 18 YEARS OLD AND OLDER.  TREATMENT SHOULD BE INITIATED WITHIN 3 HOURS AFTER THE ONSET OF STROKE SYMPTOMS, AND AFTER EXCLUSION OF INTRACRANIAL HEMORRHAGE BY CT.

CLINICAL PRESENTATION:
Aphasia




Hemianopsia

Ataxia





Hemiparesis

Cranial nerve palsies



Loss of sensation



Diplopia




Quadriparesis

Dysarthria




Visual field disturbances

PATIENT SELECTION:
Patients must present within 3 hours of acute ischemic stroke symptom onset.  Obtain baseline CT to exclude intracranial hemorrhage and other risk factors.  Review patient history for potential contraindications.

CONTRAINDICATIONS:
1. Evidence of intracranial hemorrhage on pre-treatment CT.

2. Suspicion of subarachnoid hemorrhage, even with normal CT.

3. Recent intracranial surgery or serious head trauma or recent previous stroke.

4. History of intracranial hemorrhage.

5. Uncontrolled hypertension at time of treatment (>185 systolic or >110 diastolic).

6. Seizure at the onset of stroke.

7. Active internal bleeding.

8. Intracranial neoplasm, arteriovenous malformation or aneurysm.

9. Known bleeding diathesis, including, but not limited to:  platelet count <100,000, administration of heparin within 48 hours preceding the onset of stroke, elevated PTT, current use of oral anticoagulants or recent use with an elevated prothrombin time >15 seconds..

10. Abnormal glucose of <50 or >400 mg/dL.

11. Patient has had major surgery or serious trauma, excluding head trauma, in the previous 14 days.

12. History of gastrointestinal or urinary tract hemorrhage within 21 days.

13. Recent arterial puncture at a noncompressible site.

14. Recent lumbar puncture.

15. Post myocardial infarction, pericarditis.

WARNINGS:
1. Patients with severe neurological deficit (NIH Stroke Scale >22) at presentation.

2. Patients with major early infarct signs on a CT.

GLASGOW COMA SCALE:
EYE OPENING




BEST MOTOR RESPONSE

Spontaneous


4


Obeys commands

6

In response to speech

3


Localizes


5

In response to pain

2


Withdraws


4

None



1


Abnormal flexion

3

BEST VERBAL RESPONSE



Abnormal extension

2

Oriented conversation

5


None



1

Confused conversation
4

Inappropriate words

3


*A patient with a GCS score of 

Incomprehensible sounds
2


8 or less has a very poor prognosis.

None



1
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